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Beyond Assessments

Solving the Challenge of Gifted Identification for
Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Students

The equitable identification of high-ability students with limited English proficiency has long posed a challenge
for gifted education. Traditional approaches often introduce barriers that make it difficult to accurately assess
ability across diverse language backgrounds.

A Fairer Approach to Gifted Identification

The Naglieri General Ability Tests™ (Naglieri-Verbal, Naglieri-Nonverbal, and Naglieri-Quantitative),
(Naglieri, Brulles, & Lansdowne, 2021) have been developed to address these challenges in testing

and provide a more fair solution. The Naglieri General Ability Tests feature language-free animated test
instructions and item content carefully designed to be nearly culture-free, reducing the demand for academic
knowledge and allowing students to solve problems regardless of the language they speak.

Importantly, the Naglieri General Ability Tests measure reasoning across verbal, nonverbal, and quantitative
domains in a way that aims to be accessible for a wide variety of learners. Historically, assessing students
with limited English proficiency often required significant accommodations, the omission of language-heavy
subtests, or reliance solely on nonverbal measures. These approaches can limit the opportunity for English
Language Learners (ELLSs) to fully demonstrate their abilities, especially when state mandates for gifted
identification include additional evidence based on verbal or quantitative content.

By addressing these limitations, the Naglieri General Ability Tests offer a more comprehensive and equitable
solution for gifted identification.

Evaluating Fairness Across Language Backgrounds

To ensure that the Naglieri General Ability Tests were appropriate for culturally and linguistically diverse
students, test scores were compared between students who spoke English as their primary language
and students who spoke another language as their primary language.

To investigate potential differences, standard scores from the National Age-Based Normative Sample

(for a detailed description of the sample, see the 2026 update to the Technical Manual, Naglieri, Brulles,

& Lansdowne, 2021) of 1,233 students who spoke English as a native language and 1,335 ELL students

from Kindergarten through Grade 9 were compared. Gender was controlled for in the analysis to exclude its
confounding impact to focus on the language group difference. Scores for each group are presented in Figure 1.
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Figure 1-Scores from English-Speaking Students and English Language Learners

Results of this analysis revealed no statistically significant differences between the English and ELL groups
(p >.05). For both groups, across all three tests, average scores hovered around 100, the mean standard
score from a normative sample, and corresponding to the 50th percentile. As seen in the figure above, the
differences between the English and ELL groups are virtually nonexistent, and both groups score close to a
percentile rank of 50.

These findings support the fairness of the Naglieri General Ability Tests, demonstrating that scores generalize
across students with diverse linguistic backgrounds and providing strong evidence for their use in fair
identification practices.

Learn more .
Have questions about

implementation orfit?

about the Naglieri
General Ability Tests

Discover how a multi-measure approach can Connect with our team to discuss how the
support more fair identification and provide . Naglieri General Ability Tests can support your
a clearer understanding of student potential : student population and identification goals.

across diverse populations.
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